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Dear Cerritos Families,

I hope you had a wonderful Spring break. The climate was the perfect “Why we live in Arizona” weather. 

Hopefully you were able to take advantage of beautiful days and nights during break.

On behalf of the Cerritos community, students, and staff, I would like to thank everyone who took 

advantage of the Tax Credit opportunity. As a result of this generosity, students are able to take 

additional field trips, join after school clubs, and participate in many more activities that support 

students’ achievement. We raised over $29,000 this year!

Kindergarten registration is under way. Cerritos eagerly opens its doors to these new Cerritos 

Roadrunners. We look forward to having them on our campus next year. If you or someone you know, 

has a child of kindergarten age and may be interested in registering for the 2008-2009 school year, 

packets are available in the office. We are always happy to offer assistance or answer questions.

In April, we prepare for our annual AIMS testing. This state mandated assessment for grades 2-6 will 

take place during April 7- 14. I would like to emphasize the importance of your child being present on 

testing days. Although make-up times are available, students do their best when they have routine and 

consistency. Please try to schedule appointments after school or after testing. State regulations require 

that we achieve a 96% or better attendance rate to make AYP goals. Our teachers and students have 

worked very hard this year. We want to do everything possible to ensure our students are given the 

opportunity to prove their success.

Finally, to celebrate the completion of our state testing, I would like to invite you to once again enjoy 

Lunch on the Lawn featuring Desert Vista’s choir (and perhaps a couple surprise performances from 

other students). On Friday, April 18, please join your child during his/her lunch time as the serenading 

continues throughout lunch. You’re welcome to bring a blanket or sit at one of the picnic tables. 

Thank you for all you do to support our wonderful school.

Sincerely,  

Darcy DiCosmo

Dear Families,
Welcome back from Spring Break! I hope you all had a wonderful, refreshing week off and feel ready 

to tackle the final few months of school.Although there are only roughly eight weeks left, there’s still quite a bit to look forward to. The “Square 

One Art” spring fundraiser brochures will be arriving this week via your children’s backpacks. The 

brochures show all the many products you can order with your child’s own unique artwork on them. 

Hopefully, you’ll be impressed by all of the choices offered…and the quality of the products.
Mark Your Calendars! --  On Friday, March 28th, the PTO will hold its first ever “Family Fun Night” at 

Dolce Luna Gelato on 48th Street and Chandler. This event is a fun, easy way for Cerritos families 

to get together and enjoy some ice cream at one of the best ice cream stores in all of Ahwatukee! If 

you haven’t tried Dolce Luna yet, I can almost guarantee that you’re going to love it! The event will be 

extra fun for the kids…since they will get to watch their teachers and other Cerritos staff scoop the ice 

cream! In addition, all Cerritos families who purchase ice cream that night will be given tickets to enter 

in a raffle held that evening (prizes  include toys from Brilliant Sky and gift certificates to Dolce Luna). 

Keep your eyes out for a special flyer going home with students the week of March 24th. Please bring 

your flyer with you to Dolce Luna to show that you are from Cerritos, as a percentage of the proceeds 

will go directly to our school. 
And don’t forget, April has a lot of fun in store with the spring book fair and the “Celebration of 

Learning” – where students display models of some pretty incredible inventions they’ve dreamed up 

all by themselves.
Hope to see you at Family Fun Night!Sincerely, 
Stephanie Hayden

Kyrene de los Cerritos Elementary School
14620 S. Desert Foothills Parkway, Phoenix, AZ 85048-4600
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IN THIS NEWSLETTER...
 - get the scoop on our Family Fun Night (pg. 2)
 - learn how to participate in Phoenix’s voluntary  
   “black out” (pg. 2)
 - get important dates such as Celebration of Learning (pg. 3)



Good Hospitality Goes a Long Way!
 
The PTO hospitality chairs would like to thank the wonder-
ful parents that allowed us to host dinner for the teachers 
both nights during the spring conferences.   A special thank 
you goes to the following cooks:  Amy Alme, Mayme Mc-
Donald, Wenda Wagner, Dana Moyer, Eileen Stagg, Karen 
Culp, Lisa Frace, Kim Payne, Anna Shigley-Rosenberg, 
Andrea Beck, Ann Rishell, Kris Maack, Sharon Schramm, 
Brandee Zeal, Rosemarie Traxler, Colette Lay, Janine Gan-
ser, Lorraine Tornga, Cher Knebel, Kim Dykes, and Lisa 
Kagasoff.   Due to your generosity, our teachers were able 
to have a delicious meal during some busy days with our 
children and their families.

CERRITOS KUDOS

Spring Picture Day Helpers - Thanks!
Thank you to the following wonderful ladies who helped 
out at our Spring Picture Day! You helped us get some 
great pictures that many families will treasure for years 
to come. Thanks to:

Erica Riordan
Rhonda Smith
Stephanie Hayden
Shiela Shedd
Laura Smith
Dee Hartman
Janine Ganser
Monika Hedeby
Suzanne Kocsis
Mayme McDonald
Chris Smith

Earth Hour Phoenix 
www.earthhour.org 
 
On March 29, 2008, Phoenix residents will join millions 
of people around the world to “turn off the lights” for an 
hour from 8-9 p.m. to make a bold statement about cli-
mate change. Earth Hour will demonstrate that by working 
together, each one of us can make a positive impact on this 
global issue. Governments, business, communities and in-
dividuals on six continents will participate in Earth Hour and 
agree to make changes that will curb their carbon dioxide 
emissions. 
In the United States, Phoenix has been selected as one of 
four U.S. Cities for Earth Hour, with Atlanta, Chicago and 
San Francisco joining the movement as well. Grassroots 
community groups, local businesses and committed indi-
viduals are also organizing Earth Hour events in their cities 
and towns.

go green!

Come one, Come all to:

Family Fun Night
At Dolce Luna Gelato!
a fundraiser put on by 

the Cerritos PTO
Friday, March 28th

4:00 – 8:00 pm
48th Street & Chandler Blvd. 

(next to Kohl’s)

*Enjoy delicious gelato with family & 
friends

*Watch Cerritos teachers scoop it!
*Enter to win cool prizes at the 

drawing!

Mark Your Calendars & 
Plan To Join In On The Fun!!!

To all fifth grade parents/families 
The Project Alert Graduation/Assembly
is March 28th at 1:45 in the MPR room. Please 
show your support by joining us for a small ceremo-
ny that includes a short assembly, kids receiving
certificates, cake and refreshments.  You can RSVP 
to Lorraine Tornga at 283-9111.  Thank you!!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FAMILY FUN NIGHT!
It’s the new Cerritos event that everyone is talking about! Don’t miss this eve-
ning to share a treat with your child, see other Cerritos community members, 
and watch your child’s teacher get the scoop! 
 

Project alert graduation & assembly
If you have a child in 5th grade, this is a really terrific event! What better way to 
show your support than to honor this achievement? Please come! 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING!
Don’t miss this fun evening at school! This is a great time to enjoy all of our 
students’ hard work and fantastic achievements! 
 
 

            SPRING BOOK FAIR
              The Spring Book Fair is right around the corner! It will open on the  
              evening of Celebration of Learning and be open the entire next week.
 
 

LUNCH ON THE LAWN
If you missed it in the fall, you definately don’t want to miss it this spring! Come 
eat lunch with your child and enjoy entertainment from the DV choir. It’s a great 
way to spend time with your child!

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
This family event is a great way to celebrate school spirit, see other Cerritos 
families, and enjoy our wonderful Arizona weather!
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                                                              Are you moving out of the Cerritos  
                                                 attendance area for the 2008-2009 school year?

Please notify the school office at 783-1200 before April 22, 2008. We will provide a withdrawal form for you to fill out 
and sign.

Student Name____________________________________________________________
 
Current Grade___________ Teacher_________________________________________

Next year my child will attend:

Out of State School Name___________________________________________________
 
Another Kyrene School Name________________________________________________
 
Another School District in Arizona_____________________________________________
(Please return to Cerritos School office)

REMINDERS

It’s time to plan for next  
school year! 
Reserve your space now to avoid waitlists later.

Online registration for the 2008-2009 Kids Club & 
Montessori three and four-year-old program starts 
February 1st.

Kyrene Kids Club, the award-winning state-licensed 
after-school program and the Kyrene Montessori 
three and four-year-old program will open online 
registration for the ’08-’09 school year on Friday, 
February 1st.   To register go to www.kyrene.org/
eservices .

For more information on which schools offer Kyrene 
Kids Club, program options and rates, go to www.
kyrene.org/childcare.

You may register in person as of February 1, 2008 
at the Ben Furlong Center (District Office), 8700 S. 
Kyrene Road, Tempe, AZ 85284.  The deadline for 
2008-2009 Kids Club registration is 8:00 a.m. June 
16, 2008. 

Sign up now for Kyrene  
SUMMER Services!!
To accommodate increased interest in the Kyrene Summer 
offerings, the Kyrene School District will make online 
registration for ALL Summer programs available at 8 a.m. 
on Monday, March 3.  In-person registration will begin on 
Monday, March 17, 2008.  This March 3rd on-line registration 
opportunity is for Summer Kids Club, Summer Academy 
classes and the Summer Theatre program. 

As of Monday, March 17th, in-person registration will be 
available at the Ben Furlong Center (District Office), 8700 S. 
Kyrene Road, Tempe, AZ 85284.  Registration for Summer 
Kids Club ends at 8:00 a.m. on May 12th.  Registration for 
Summer Academy and Summer Theatre ends on May 30th. 
Register early before your first choice is full.

For more information on schools that offer Summer Academy, 
Summer Kids Club and Summer Theatre, go to http://www.
kyrene.org/supplemental/. For customer service, please call 
480-783-7314.


